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Thank you for supporting the St Briavels Fund 

The St Briavels Fund was launched in November 2014 during a celebratory dinner at the 
Houses of Parliament at which we announced our plans for the redevelopment of the scout 
centre at St. Briavels. We invited our guests to donate to our fund, and went on to extend the 
request to current and past members of Polish Scouting, parents of brownies, cubs, guides 
and scouts, Friends of Polish Scouting, Polish organisations and foundations in the UK and in 
Poland, as well as to English funding organisations. 

The response has been fantastic and we have received hundreds of donations from private 
individuals, past and current members of Polish Souting and from many organisations. Here 
are just a few of the many messages we have received from our donors:  

The St Briavels scout house in the beautiful valley of the River Wye is a real treasure and a 
fantastic place for our children, who live mainly in cities 

I went to St Briavels for summer camps as a young brownie, my children also went there. I 
would like my grandchildren to have the same opportunity. 

The St Briavels Scout centre was established thanks to the generosity, dedication and hard 
work of many people, all of whom volunteered their time to maintain and run the centre for the 
benefit of thousands of children over the past 50 years. We must secure its future. 

People are giving in many ways: one off donations, regular monthly donations and through 
sponsored events. Many Polish associations and organisations have also contributed to our 
Fund. Individual donations have varied from £5.00 - £10,000. Every donation is very warmly 
received and gets us ever closer to the time the centre is finished and we will once again hear 
the happy voices of our children ringing out across the Wye valley. Many donors have 
accompanied their donation with a Gift Aid declaration, which adds another 25p to every pound 
donated through the government scheme. Thank you to all our generous donors. 

Our Polish Scouting units are also doing their bit and raising funds through various activities. 
Brownies, cubs, scouts and guides, together with Friends of Polish Scouting have organised 
fetes, bazars, coffee mornings, made traditional palms for Palm Sunday, prepared symbolic 
bags with straw for Christmas Eve, organised dances and special activities. Individual scouts 
and guides have organised sponsored events. The Polish Catholic Mission has supported our 
fund by allowing units to fundraise in the Polish parishes. The English scouts and the parish 
in Bristol have also supported us. You can see reports of many of these events on our 
Facebook page and website www.stanicastbriavels.uk. Thank you to all the units that have so 
generously supported this fund. Well done! 

The Polish Ex-Combatants’ Association in 
Great Britain has continuously supported Polish 
Scouting ever since we were established in the 
UK many decades ago. The Polish Ex-
Combatants Association Trust Fund has 
continued to support us with two generous 

donations in September 2014 and September 2016. Thank you for this support! 

http://www.stanicastbriavels.uk/
mailto:stanicastbriavels@zhp.org.uk
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Over the last 15 years Polish Scouting has been working in partnership on 
many scouting projects with Stowarzyszenie „Wspólnota Polska” 
www.stowarzyszenie.wspolnotapolska.org.pl based in Warsaw, which is a 
nongovernment organisation dedicated to the support of Polish people living 
abroad. They are now supporting us with grant applications for funds dedicated 
to projects for Poles living abroad. This partnership enabled us to receive a 

grant from the Polish Ministry for Foreign Affairs for the coach house refurbishment and we 
have been allocated further funds for Phase II of our St Briavels Project. Thank you. 

Since 2016 the grants from the Polish Government for projects 
supporting Poles living abroad are allocated by the Polish Senate. 
The Chair of the Senate Committee for Polish Communities Abroad 
Senator Janina Sagatowska visited the scout centre at St Briavels in 
September 2016. She was enormously impressed with what she saw 
and heard about our work to date and our plans for the future and 

has pledged her support for phase II and phase III of the project.  

Up to the end of September 2016 the St Briavels Fund has raised over £620,000. This is a 
fantastic achievement! 

A huge Thank You to all our generous donors and supporters! 

Our project is becoming a reality. We have successfully completed Phase I of the project – 
the refurbishment of the Coach House, which has become the site warden’s accommodation. 
In the last few weeks we started work on Phase II of the project – laying the foundations for 
the new accommodation building – more news on our progress will follow shortly. 

We still have some way to go to achieve all our aims around the St Briavels project. We are 
confident that with continuing support of all our donors past, present and future, we will 
successfully complete the project and the St Briavels Scout Centre will continue to be a 
fantastic resource supporting the next generations of young people. The St Briavels centre 
will be a resource not only for young Polish people, but for young people from a variety of 
organisations and walks of life. 

If you could like any further information about how you could help the St Briavels Project please 

contact me on stbriavelsfund@zhpwb.org.uk or wandapetrusewicz@hotmail.co.uk  

With best wishes 

Czuj! Czuwaj! 

Wanda Petrusewicz-Allen, hm and the St. Briavels Fund Project Team 
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