
The Polish Ambassador visits St Briavels  

On Sunday 28 

May 2017 we 

were delighted 

to welcome the Polish Ambassador Dr. 

Arkady Rzegocki and his wife Jolanta at 

the St Briavels Scout Centre. Also joining 

us was Mr Jacek Bernasiński and his wife 

Joasia, representing the Polish Ex-

Combatants Association in Great Britain 

Trust. They came to meet the scouts and 

guides camping in the fields and to talk 

with the St Briavels Fund Committee 

about the developments around the 

project. Both the Polish Embassy and the 

Polish Ex-Combatants Association in GB 

Trust have strongly supported our project from the start.   

The sun came out for the visit, with just a little rain shower to add to the day. A warm loud Polish 

scouting welcome sounded across the valley „Czuj! Czuj! Czuwaj!” Then the scouts and guides 

returned to their activities preparing for the IX World Polish Scouting Association Jamboree which 

takes place in summer in Canada. Our guests sat down to a cup of tea and project presentation 

delivered by Andrzej Borowy and then took a tour of the whole site.  The coach house which was 

completed in 2016 is now being 

used by the caretaker. The steel 

frame for the building now stands 

on the new foundations, the 

retaining back wall has been built 

and the concrete floor is being 

prepared. You can really see how 

the building is taking shape and 

you can just imagine how it will 

look once it is finished.  We can’t 

wait until we are able to use the 

building for the brownie and cub 

camp. Some of the camp sites 

have now had drainage installed 

to prevent the field becoming 

water logged. The progress of the 

new accommodation building is impressive and the whole site looks great despite the building works.   

After a tour of the whole site our guests visited the two camps taking place on site. The girl guides 

from the Pomorze Guide Region were camping fro 3 days under the care of Asia Dombek. The boy 

scouts from the Szczecin Scout Region were camping for a week under the care of Paweł Żaba.  The 

guides were practising survival skills and cooking on an open fire while the scouts were practising 

woodcraft and making their beds without using nails.  Everyone joined together for some hot food.  

After supper everyone made their way to the war memorial which commemorates the Polish Armed 



Forces from World War II.  In commemoration 

of the dead soldiers the Polish Ambassador and 

Mr Bernasiński laid wreaths, while the scouts 

and guides remembered the brave men and 

women who gave their lives that we may be 

free. The day then finished with singing around 

a traditional camp fire. 

We would like to say a big thank you to our 

guests for coming to visit us, for being 

interested in our scouting work and for 

supporting the St Briavels Fund project. We are 

now well into the second phase of the project 

with the structure for the new building now 

standing. On completing the new building we will start the third phase of the project which will be the 

complete refurbishment of the current 

accommodation building, which has 

been unused since 2012. The 

anticipated cost of our whole project is 

£1,8m. We have currently raised over 

£787,000. Thank you to all our 

generous donors for your contributions 

and we hope you will continue to 

support our project. On completion the 

whole centre will not only serve the 

Polish scouts and guides but young 

people from many different groups and 

organisations.  


