
Blessing of the new accommodation building at our 

St Briavel Centre 

 

Scouts and guides were delighted to meet at the St 

Briavels Centre for the blessing of the new 

accommodation building. Work has been completed on 

Phase II of the project so we will be able to use the 

centre for summer camps. The we will begin work on 

the plans for the renovation of the original white 

building – Phase III. 

On Monday 27 May 2019 with the sun shining 

overhead and the weekend camps for the 

Pomorze and Szczecin districts coming to an end 

more guests arrived to celebrate the blessing of 

the new building. We started with a 

commemorative roll call for the fallen soldiers of 

the Polish Armed Forces during WWII and 

especially those who fell defending Monte 

Cassino during the Italian Campaign 75 years ago. Wreaths were laid at the monument on site. 

We then walked accross to stand infront of the 

new building. Monsignor Stefan Wylężek, Vicar 

Delegate of the Polish Catholic Mission in 

England and Wales together with the Polish 

Scouting Chaplains Rev. Krystian Gawron and 

Rev. Roman Werner and Rev. Michał 

Oszczudłowski lead the prayers of blessing of 

the cross and then of the building and site. 

Together we were able to thank God for his 

loving care over us, our scouting work and our 

project. 

Our Project Manager and volunteer scout Andrzej Borowy in his presentation reminded us of the aims 

of the St Briavels Fund – to provide suitable facilities for the next generations of scouts and guides and 

other young users to be able to experience the great outdoors. The new building has accommodation 

with 46 beds, a large hall with stunning views over the River Wye, commercial kitchen facilities, a 

beautiful covered terrace and other storage areas. 

The project was designed by architects and executed by contractors, but everything was overseen by 

the project team and other volunteers, scout and guide leaders or past members of the Polish Scouting 

Association (UK Region). Together with Andrzej Borowy the team was: Anna Bnińska-Gębska, Marek 

Kowalewski, Kasia Króll, Ola Obszańska-Homer, Wanda Petrusewicz-Allen, Marek Suchocki, Krzysztof 

Walecki, Dorota Zasadzka.  



We would like to extend sincere thanks to all 

those who are supporting our project both with 

their time and with kind donations. We would like 

to thank our priests for celebrating the blessing of 

the project with us, to all those who came to be 

with us on the day representing all the different 

units of Polish scouting in the UK. 

In September we will be holding the official 

opening ceremony where we will be able to 

formally thank all our benefactors including the 

organisations and trusts that are supporting us and 

without whose help we would not have been able 

to achieve so far two out of three phases of our 

project. Our summer camps will take place in a few 

weeks time. In the meantime we continue to move 

forward to raise the funds for Phase III – the 

refurbisment of the original white house on the 

site. 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


